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1648.11  THE ROAD FORWARD COVID-19 – HEALTH AND SAFETY 

 
The Board of Education plans to provide full-day, full-time, in-person instruction 
and operations for the 2021-2022 school year.  In June 2021, the New Jersey 
Department of Health (NJDOH) and the New Jersey Department of Education 
(NJDOE) worked collaboratively to develop guidance, The Road Forward – 
Health and Safety Guidance for the 2021-2022 School Year (The Road Forward).   
 
The Road Forward replaces the mandatory anticipated minimum standards 
outlined in the NJDOE’s “The Road Back – Restart and Recovery Plan for 
Education” (June 2020) and provides a range of recommendations rather than 
mandatory standards.  These recommendations are meant to assist school districts 
in implementing protocols to reduce risks to students and staff from COVID-19 
while still allowing for full-time learning.      
 
The Board considered many factors as they prepared for the 2021-2022 school 
year, including the level of COVID-19 transmission in the community at large 
and in the school community, as well as vaccination coverage rates in both the 
community at large and the school community.   
 
For the purpose of this Policy, “Order” shall mean any Governor of New Jersey 
Executive Order, New Jersey State Agency mandate, Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) guidance, New Jersey statute, or administrative code 
requiring compliance by the school district. 
 
The Board considered the recommendations outlined in The Road Forward to 
develop health and safety protocols.  The Board will consider all recommended 
Orders and comply with all mandatory Orders when developing health and safety 
protocols and reviewing them periodically. 
 
The Board considered the recommendations outlined in The Road Forward to 
develop the school district’s COVID-19 protocols in the following areas and 
included in corresponding Appendices: 
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A. General Health and Safety Concerns of Students, Staff Members, and 
Visitors 
 
1. Vaccination –  See Appendix A.;  
 
2. Communication with the Local Health Department –                   

See Appendix B.;  
 

3. Mask Wearing Protocol – See Appendix C.;  
 

4. Physical Distancing and Cohorting Protocols – See Appendix D.;  
 

5. Hand Hygiene and Respiratory Etiquette Protocols –                      
See Appendix E.;  
 

6. Provision of Meals – See Appendix F.; and 
 

7. Transportation Protocols – See Appendix G. 
  

B. Cleaning, Disinfection, and Airflow –  See Appendix H. 
 
C. Screening, Exclusion, and Response to Symptomatic Students and Staff 

Members – See Appendix I. 
 

D. Contact Tracing – See Appendix J. 
 

E. Testing – See Appendix K. 
 

F. Student and Staff Member Travel – See Appendix L. 
 
The absence of one or more of the recommendations outlined in The Road 
Forward and/or in the school district’s health and safety protocols will not prevent 
the reopening of the school(s) in the district for full-day in-person operation with 
all enrolled students and staff members present.  
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Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-9, schools must be in session for 180 days to receive 
State Aid.  The statute requires that school facilities be provided for at least 180 
days during the school year.  N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-9(b) indicates when a school 
district is required to close the schools of the district for more than three 
consecutive school days due to a declared state of emergency, declared public 
health emergency, or a directive and/or recommendation by the appropriate health 
agency or officer to institute a public health-related closure, days of virtual or 
remote instruction commensurate with in-person instruction will count toward the 
school district's 180-day requirement. 
 
The school district may be confronted with the incidence of COVID-19 positive 
cases among staff and/or students.  If the school district is required to exclude a 
student, group of students, a class, or multiple classes as a result of possible 
exposure to COVID-19, while the school itself remains open for in-person 
instruction, the school district may offer virtual or remote instruction to those 
students in a manner commensurate with in-person instruction to the extent 
possible.  In circumstances when the school facilities remain open and in-person 
instruction continues in those classrooms that are not required to quarantine, those 
days in session will also count toward the school district's 180-day requirement in 
accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-9. 
 
The school district anticipates updates to The Road Forward and as such this 
Policy is subject to review by the Superintendent to ensure compliance with 
Orders that may arise after Board adoption of this Policy.  All revisions to Orders 
affecting this Policy and corresponding Appendices shall be reviewed by the 
Superintendent with the Board Attorney, School Physician, and Board of 
Education, if appropriate.  The Superintendent may revise the health and safety 
protocols included in any Appendix as necessary and appropriate.  All students, 
parents, and staff members will be notified of any changes to school           
district-developed protocols implemented as a result of this Policy, as appropriate. 
 
 
 
Adopted:  10/18/2021 
 
Revised:  1/24/2022 
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Appendix A 

 
Vaccination 

 Executive Order No. 253, requires all preschool to Grade 12 school 
personnel to be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 by October 18, 2021 
or be subject to COVID-19 testing at minimum one to two times per 
week.  

 In accordance with Executive Order No. 253, Franklin Borough School 
will collect vaccination information.   
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Appendix B 

 
Communication with the Local Health Department 

 Daily communication with the Sussex County Health Department 
regarding positive COVID-19 cases and potential close contacts to make 
decisions based on data 

 Daily review of COVID-19 press release and report from Sussex County 
Health Department 

 Weekly review of  NJDOH CDS COVID-19 website 

 Superintendent or designee meets with the county epidemiologist for 
COVID-19 updates as needed 
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Mask Wearing Protocol 

 School staff and visitors are required to wear a face covering (face 
covering must be over the nose and mouth and be secured under the 
chin) indoors unless doing so would inhibit the individual's health 
(documented medical information will be required) or the individual is 
under two years of age. 

 Students and staff are required to bring and wear a face covering (face 
covering must be over the nose and mouth and be secured under the 
chin) throughout the day when indoors. 

 Staff and students who come to school without a mask or require one 
throughout the day will be given one by the school. 

 Students and staff who are unable to wear a face covering will be 
addressed according to their needs in accordance with all applicable 
laws and regulations. 

 Information on the principles that apply to the use of masks in schools 
can be found in The Road Forward document created by the New Jersey 
Department of Education (NJDOE) and Health (NJDOH). 
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Appendix D 

 
Physical Distancing and Cohorting Protocols 

 During instructional and non-instructional activities during the school 
day, students are distanced to the best extent practical and required to 
wear a mask while indoors.  

 Students in preschool through grade eight are cohorted throughout the 
school day when feasible with their grade level in an effort to reduce the 
risk of the spread of COVID-19. 
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Appendix E 

 
Hand Hygiene and Respiratory Etiquette Protocols 

 Teachers teach and reinforce handwashing with soap and water for at 
least 20 seconds.  

 If soap and water are not readily available, hand sanitizer that contains at 
least 60% alcohol is used (for staff and older children who can safely use 
hand sanitizer). 

 Hand washing/sanitizing stations are available in classrooms, bathrooms, 
hallways, entryways, and all common areas. 

 Students are encouraged to wash/sanitize hands for at least 20 seconds at 
regular intervals, including before eating, after using the bathroom, and 
after blowing their nose/coughing/sneezing. 
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Appendix F 

 
Provision of Meals 

 Breakfast and lunch are available to all students daily. 

 Students eat lunch in grade level cohorts in classrooms and the cafeteria. 

 Students are physically distanced as much as possible when moving 
through the food service line and while eating. 

 When necessary, students eating in the classroom have access to dividers 
for eating. 

 At the request of families, meals are available at the school for students 
quarantining or in the event the school pivots to remote learning. 
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Appendix G 

 
Transportation Protocols 

 The district will maintain current transportation routes and reassign 
students as needed to comply with protocols including the wearing of 
masks. 

 Masks will be required on school busses. The school acknowledges that 
enforcing face coverings may be difficult for young children or students 
with disabilities/medical conditions. 

 Busses will be cleaned in accordance with the contracted company’s 
protocols. 
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Appendix H 

 
Cleaning, Disinfection and Airflow 

 When practical, the sharing of school supplies will be minimized. 

 Hygiene practices are encouraged between the use of shared items. 

 Custodians clean and sanitize the building each night after students and 
staff dismiss with an EPA-registered product for use against SARS-
CoV-2. 

 Teachers have access to sanitizer and cleaning supplies for classrooms 
and common areas. 

 Air conditioners are installed in every room, and ventilators are 
monitored to ensure proper ventilation.   

 When possible, windows and classroom doors are open to increase 
airflow. 

 When circumstances allow, activities such as classes or lunch may be 
held outside. 

 Franklin Borough School will continue to follow guidance from state 
and local agencies and adhere to all cleaning protocols. 
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Appendix I 

 
Screening, Exclusion, and Response to Symptomatic Students and Staff 
Members  

 Parents/Caregivers are strongly encouraged to monitor their children for 
signs of illness every day.  

 Students who are sick should not attend school. 

 Franklin Borough School follows the NJDOH recommendation that staff 
or students with the following symptoms be promptly isolated from 
others and excluded from school: 

o At least two of the following symptoms: fever (measure or 
subjective), chills, rigors (shivers), myalgia (muscle aches), 
headache, sore throat, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea, fatigue, 
congestion, or runny nose; or 

o At least one of the following symptoms: cough, shortness of 
breath, difficulty breathing, new olfactory disorder, or new taste 
disorder. 

 Students and staff who exhibit symptoms related to COVID-19 while in 
school will be safely and respectfully isolated from others in an 
identified isolation room separate from the nurse’s office.  

 Regardless of vaccination status, if a student or staff experiences 
COVID-19-compatible symptoms, Franklin Borough School encourages 
isolation from others,  a clinical evaluation for COVID-19, and a test for 
SARS-CoV-2 

 Ill individuals with COVID-19-compatible symptoms who have not 
been tested or individuals who tested positive for COVID-19 should stay 
home until at least 10 full days have passed since symptom onset and at 
least 24 hours have passed after resolution of fever without fever-
reducing medications and improvement in symptoms.  

 Persons who test positive for COVID-19 but who are asymptomatic 
should stay home for 10 full days from the positive test result.  

 An alternate diagnosis (including a positive strep test or influenza swab) 
without a negative COVID-19 test is not acceptable for individuals who 
meet COVID-19 exclusion criteria to return to school earlier than the 
timeframes above. 
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Exposed close contacts who are fully vaccinated and have no COVID-19-like 
symptoms:  

o Do not need to quarantine or be excluded from school, 
but should be tested following an exposure to someone 
with suspected or confirmed COVID-19. 

o Should still monitor for symptoms of COVID-19 for 14 
days following an exposure.  

o If they experience symptoms, they should isolate 
themselves from others, be clinically evaluated for 
COVID-19, including SARS-CoV-2 testing and inform 
their health care provider of their vaccination status at the 
time of presentation to care. 

Protocols are subject to change pending guidance from state and local officials. 



POLICY GUIDE 

 Copyright 2021        Strauss Esmay Associates, LLP        1886 Hinds Road        Suite 1        Toms River, NJ  08753-8199        732-255-1500 

 

 
Appendix J 

 
Contact Tracing 

 In the K–12 indoor classroom setting, the close contact definition 
excludes students who were within 3 to 6 feet of an infected 
student (laboratory-confirmed or a clinically compatible illness) 
where both the infected student and the exposed student(s) 
correctly and consistently wore well-fitting masks the entire 
time. This exception does not apply to teachers, staff, or other 
adults in the indoor classroom setting. 

 Fully vaccinated (appropriate recommended doses) 
asymptomatic students and staff members who are exposed to an 
infected individual with COVID-19 do not need to quarantine but 
should self-monitor for symptoms. 

 School staff identifies school-based close contacts of positive 
COVID-19 cases in the school.  

 As with any other communicable disease outbreak, Franklin 
Borough School will assist in identifying the close contacts 
within the school and communicating this information to the 
Sussex County Health Department.   

 With guidance from the  Sussex County Health Department, 
Franklin Borough school is responsible for notifying parents and 
staff of the close contact exposure and exclusion requirements 
while maintaining confidentiality.  

 The Sussex County Health Department contact tracing team will 
notify and interview the close contacts identified by the school 
and reinforce the exclusion requirements. 
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Appendix K 

 
Testing 

 The school nurse or designee will coordinate COVID-19 PCR testing 
with a designated provider for unvaccinated employees and community 
members when applicable. 
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Appendix L 

 
Student and Staff Member Travel 

 Unvaccinated students and staff members traveling domestically 
(domestic travel is considered to be any travel lasting 24 hours or longer 
to any U.S. states other than Pennsylvania, New York and Delaware) 
should be tested 3-5 days after travel.   

 Unvaccinated staff and students testing negative after 3-5 days of travel 
need to quarantine for 7 full days before returning to school if they are 
symptom free. 

 Unvaccinated students and staff traveling domestically that are unable to 
test need to quarantine for 10 full days after travel. 

 Fully vaccinated students and staff members or those who have 
recovered from COVID-19 in the past 3 months, do not need to get 
tested or self-quarantine after domestic travel if they are symptom free. 

 Vaccinated and unvaccinated students and staff members traveling 
internationally should be tested 3-5 days after travel and self-monitor for 
COVID-19 symptoms. 

 Vaccinated students and staff members with a negative COVID-19 test 
after 3-5 days of international travel may return to school. 

 Unvaccinated staff or students that test negative after 3-5 days of 
international travel should quarantine for a full 7 full days even if they 
test negative for COVID-19. 

 Unvaccinated staff or students that travel internationally and are unable 
to test should quarantine for 10 full days. 

 


